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ECNU and Wuhu City discuss in-depth
city-university cooperation

Headlines
ECNU holds the assembly of
teachers and cadres
March 24, ECNU held the assembly of teachers and cadres. Mei Bing, Chair of ECNU Council, presided
over the assembly and President Qian Xuhong reviewed the work of ECNU in 2020 and scheduled key work
in 2021.
President Qian briefed the audience on the university’s achievements in talent cultivation, scientific research
and talent team building over the past year. He pointed out that ECNU has overcome the challenges posed
by the pandemic last year and completed all its tasks satisfactorily. On behalf of ECNU, he extended sincere
gratitude to all the faculty and staff for their diligent work.
Qian Xuhong arranged the key work of the university in 2021, including work related to educational excellence, academic excellence and the celebration of the university’s 70th anniversary.
Mei Bing pointed out that faced with heavier workloads and greater challenges in 2021, all ECNU cadres
and teachers should join hands to overcome difficulties and press forward. Specifically, the university
should aim higher and ensure the steady development of its undertakings. In line with the new stage and new
pattern of development, it should strive to seek greater development in a period of strategic opportunities.
Greater efforts should be made by all ECNUers to ensure the work of the university to be carried out in good
order and efficiently.

March 4-5, a delegation led by Wang Hongzhou,
Executive Vice Chairman of ECNU Council, visited
Wuhu City and discussed with Shan Xiangqian,
Vice Secretary of Wuhu Municipal Party Committee and Mayor of Wuhu, about comprehensive and
in-depth university-city cooperation, particularly,
pooling top-level experts to promote the high-quality leapfrog development of Wuhu Hospital Affiliated to ECNU.
At the meeting, Shan Xiangqian stressed that talents
are key to the cooperation and Wuhu Hospital Affiliated to ECNU should establish and improve its
talent-supporting mechanism and attract more
talented personnel based on its platform advantages,
Wang Hongzhou pointed out that ECNU shall
integrate medical and hospital resources in Shang-

hai and strengthen linkage between Wuhu Hospital
Affiliated to ECNU and Shanghai, in an effort to
generate new breakthroughs.
For two consecutive days, a series of seminars on
the construction of the affiliated hospital and the
health science discipline had been held in Wuhu
Hospital Affiliated to ECNU. More than 10 experts
from health-related disciplines and the scientific
research management department of ECNU had
communicated in depth with the clinical experts of
the hospital on a number of issues, such as collaboration in teaching and research, efficient interaction
between clinical practice and medical research,
construction of the health science discipline, and
the hospital’s development planning.

Over 18,000 ECNUers receive
COVID-19 vaccination
March 27-28, the second round of COVID-19 inoculations at ECNU kicked off. More than 18,000
ECNUers signed up for the vaccination. Temporary
vaccination areas were set up in the gymnasiums of
Minhang and Zhongbei campuses.
“This injection is the gentlest one I've ever had. I
could hardly feel that I was getting vaccinated.
Some students may have concerns but there are very
strict procedures for a vaccine to be approved. As
long as the vaccine is approved by a strict medical
system, it is reliable,” said President Qian.

In each of the gymnasium, 20 inoculation tables
were arranged in two rows, vaccinating about 500
persons per hour. Following the guidance, ECNUers lined up orderly for temperature check, appointment code and IC card screening, informed consent
submission, and injection in the vaccination area.

Seeing that university leaders and teachers have
taken the lead in the vaccination, the students said
they are more confident about getting vaccinated.
“The whole process is short, taking only 2-3
minutes, ”said Tang Ming, a doctoral student of
ECNU. “By vaccination, I protect myself, fulfill my
own social responsibility, and contribute to the fight
against the pandemic.”
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ECNU holds 1st Youth Forum on Medicine
March 28, the 1st Youth Forum on Medicine was hosted at ECNU. It was undertaken by the Institute of Medicine and Health of ECNU and supported by Wuhu Hospital Affiliated to ECNU. The event concluded at the
university’s Minhang campus after three days of discussions. Presided over by Prof. Guan Youfei, Honorary
President of the Institute of Medicine and Health, the forum attracted approximately 2,000 medical scholars,
who participated in the discussions both online and offline.
At the four academic lectures, scholars shared ideas in fields ranging from gene editing and genetic diseases,
energy and metabolic regulation, cardiovascular disease pathogenesis, organ aging, targeted drug delivery,
kidney physiology and disease physiology regulation.
Young scholars are a talent pool for the future workforce and the main force for China’s national development
and rejuvenation. The Institute of Medicine and Health of ECNU plans to host a series of academic meetings
on medicine for young scholars in this field on a regular basis, in an effort to build a platform for frontier
academic exchanges among global young talents of medicine and health.
Officially inaugurated in May 2020, the Institute of Medicine and Health of ECNU aims to improve its medical and health discipline and cultivate new talents in the medical and health fields. It marks a new step forward
in the university’s medical discipline development. For this purpose, ECNU has imported a group of excellent
experts in medical education and research, injecting vitality into the development of the Institute.
In November 2020, the Wuhu Hospital Affiliated to ECNU was officially recognized as a member of the
ECNU family. In addition, ECNU has carried out in-depth cooperation with Huadong Sanatorium and jointly
built the Center for Brain and Behavior Research and Evaluation, the Center for Medical Imaging and Artificial Intelligence Research and the Center for Psychological Health. Moreover, the university’s undergraduate
program, "Hearing and Speech Rehabilitation", was also approved by the Ministry of Education as a new
undergraduate program.

University holds 43rd voluntary
tree-planting activity
Afforestation has been a lasting Chinese tradition
since ancient times. On March 12, univeristy
leaders planted 8 filamental flowering crabs together with student and teacher volunteers from Guang
Hua College, in commemoration of China’s 43rd
Tree-Planting Day.
ECNU has long been known as “Garden University”. With a greening area of 560,000 square meters,
its two campuses are also listed as “Garden Institutions of Shanghai”. The Zhongbei Campus was
rated as the model national greening unit as early as
2004. Currently, the greening areas make up
27.33% and 44.07% respectively in the university’s
Zhongbei and Minhang Campuses.

President Qian meets with U.S Consul
General in Shanghai James Heller
March 19, President Qian Xuhong met the delegation led by James Heller, Consul General of the
United States in Shanghai.
President Qian extended his welcome to the delegation and introduced the uninterrupted cooperation
between ECNU and American universities during
the COVID-19 pandemic. ECNU has continued to
receive Chinese students from partner universities
from the US, and from member universities of the
partner institutions, who are unable to study in the
United States due to the pandemic, making new
contributions to Sino-US educational exchanges.

universities during the pandemic. He hoped that
mutual trust and cooperation between China and the
US will be enhanced through various exchange
programs. He was also deeply impressed by the
achievements made by NYU Shanghai, a Sino-US
cooperative education project.

President Qian expected that Chinese and American
universities will share their research foundations,
concepts, and achievements based on their disciplinary advantages and provide wisdom for social
stability and development.
James Heller expressed his appreciation of ECNU
for accepting Chinese students from American
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Focus
Welcome back, ECNUers!
Spring semester begins

After the celebration of the Chinese New Year, the 2021 spring semester of ECNU
officially began on March 1.
“It's pretty good to be back at ECNU and see old friends”, said Wang Xuewen
from the Faculty of Education. She’s ready for this semester. “I’ll stay motivated
and never procrastinate on my study,” Wang said.
“The winter holiday has gone, but I’m full of expectations for the new semester.
This term I selected some courses I had long wished to take. I believe this is going
to be a new beginning with hopes,” said Hu Jiayue, a Chinese student in her junior
year.
Ni Houze, a graduate student from the School of Computer Science and Technology, is going to intern at ByteDance this semester. “Working as an intern is to adapt
to the future work life. In university, what I worry about is only my study. My
teachers and classmates often tolerate my mistakes. However, in society, I have to
handle things by myself,” said Ni.
Bonnie Chian from the United States is now in her junior year. “I will soon face
internships and graduation-related matters. I hope that during this semester, I can
leave a good imprint on my university life.” She believes that her future does not
lie with her, but in her own hands.
Many ECNU faculty and staff also prepared some small surprises for students at
the beginning of the new semester.
To guarantee the full restoration of the teaching order, the university has also
strengthened campus pandemic prevention and control. Security personnel at the
school gate will check every entrant’s campus card (ID card) and monitor their
body temperature.
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Research
ECNU researchers excel in their research on
Rydberg non-linear optics

The research group led by Prof. Huang Guoxiang from the State Key Laboratory of Precision Spectroscopy
has made a significant advance on the investigation of Rydberg nonlinear optics. The group predicted that the
stable propagation of optical pulses in strongly interacting Rydberg atomic gases working at room temperature
can be realized through a self-induced transparency (SIT) effect. The research result has been published
recently in Physical Review Letters, with the article title “Self-Induced Transparency in Warm and Strongly
Interacting Rydberg Gases.”. This work was collaborated with Prof. Li Weibin from the University of Nottingham and Prof. Charles Adams from Durham University, UK. Dr. Bai Zhengyang, a young researcher of the
research group, is the first author of the article.
Prof. Huang’s group proposed a scheme for realizing stable propagations of nanosecond optical pulses in a
room-temperature Rydberg atomic gas by using SIT effect. By a deep analysis on the relation between atomic
collision cross-section and atomic temperature, quantum number, and energy-state decay rates, and by carefully solving the nonlinear equations of motion describing the interaction between optical pulses and the atoms,
they revealed the SIT characters of coherent propagations of the optical pulses in the Rydberg atomic gas
working at room temperature, and presented a new area theorem that depends on the interatomic interaction.
Their research results paved a new way for realizing strong, coherent, nonlinear and quantum optical effects
and for their applications in optical and quantum information processing based on Rydberg atomic gases. Their
research was supported by the Natural Science Foundation of China and Shanghai Talent Programs.
Prof. Huang’s group has long been engaged in researches on nonlinear physics, nonlinear optics, and their
applications, has in recent years focused on their efforts on the nonlinear and quantum optical effects in
ultracold Rydberg atomic gases, and made a series of research achievements. In 2019, based on the nonlocal
and long-range interaction between photons induced by the long-range interaction between Rydberg atoms,
they predicted that high-dimensional nonlinear optical pulses could propagate stably and manipulated actively
in ultracold Rydberg atomic ensembles, including high-efficiency and high-fidelity storage and retrieval. The
related research result was published in Optica [Zhengyang Bai et al., Optica 6, 309-317 (2019)].
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Scientists discover new function of subcellular
compartmentalization for melanin synthesis of
plant pathogenic fungi
On March 23, the group led by Prof. Ling Xu from
the School of Life Sciences of ECNU published a
paper titled “Compartmentalization of melanin
biosynthetic enzymes contributes to self-defense
against intermediate compound scytalone in Botrytis cinerea” in mBio, a top journal in microbiology.
The article revealed the mechanism of compartmentalization of melanin biosynthetic key enzymes in
Botrytis cinerea, one of the most important plant
pathogenic fungi. ECNU is the only completion
institute, Dr. Xue Chen, graduate students Chuanxi
Zhu and Yantao Na from the ECNU School of Life
Sciences are the co-first authors, and Associate
Prof. Pinkuan Zhu is the co-corresponding author of
this paper.
In filamentous fungi, 1,8-dihydroxynaphthalene
(DHN) melanin is a major component of the extracellular matrix, endowing fungi with environmental
stress tolerance and some pathogenic species with
pathogenicity. However, the subcellular location of
the melanin biosynthesis pathway components
remains obscure. Using the gray mold pathogen
Botrytis cinerea as a model, the DHN melanin intermediate scytalone was characterized to be self-toxic
to the fungus via phenotypic and chemical analysis
of the mutant lacking scytalone dehydratase Δ
bcscd1. The Δbcscd1 mutant accumulated scytalone
in the culture filtrate rather than in mycelium.
Excessive scytalone appears to repress sclerotial
germination and sporulation in the Δbcscd1 mutant.
The key enzymes participating in melanin synthesis
were subsequently fused with fluorescent proteins
to observe their subcellular localizations. The
BcBRN1/2 enzymes responsible for synthesizing
scytalone were localized in endosomes and found to
be trafficked to the cell surface, accompanied by the
accumulation of BcSCD1 proteins in the cell wall.
In contrast, the early-stage melanin synthesis
enzymes BcPKS12/13 and BcYGH1 were localized
in peroxisomes. Taken together, the results of this
study revealed the subcellular distribution of melanin biosynthetic enzymes in B.cinerea, indicating

that the encapsulation and externalization of the
melanin synthetic enzymes need to be delicately
orchestrated to ensure enzymatic efficiency and
protect itself from the adverse effect of the toxic
intermediate metabolite.
The research group led by Prof. Ling Xu has been
focusing on the basic and applied research including
the mechanisms of disease development, the
postharvest preservation technology, and the rapid
detection and early diagnosis of diseases in fruit and
vegetable crops. Meanwhile, the team have also
studied the regulatory mechanisms of the growth,
development and pathogenicity of pathogenic fungi
as influenced with light signal and plant hormone
ethylene in recent years. Their achievements in
these the oretical studies have been published in
Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Food
Chemistry, Postharvest Biology and Technology
and other international professional journals of
plant pathology, food science and microbiology.
Furthermore, the team has also actively strengthened international cooperation over the years. For
instance, in 2020, the team was funded by the International Cooperation Program of the National Natural Science Foundation of China to launch “the
study on the photobiology-based control and
prevention of hazard factors of pathogenic fungi in
fruits from the protected cultivation to the post-harvest period” in cooperation with the Norwegian
University of Life Sciences in the field of food
safety.

Members of the research team led by Ling Xu
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ECNUers
Century-long CPC history: ECNUers say
it's a mirror to future

March 17, ECNU organized the study of the history of the Communist Party of China (CPC) and a team was
established to promote the CPC history.
Ji Chenyu, a student majoring in Ideological and Political Education, is a member of this team. In the future,
she, together with other students, will study and disseminate the CPC history in major revolutionary venues in
Shanghai.
“I will try to combine the dissemination of the CPC history with the background of the visitors, so that they
can use history as a mirror in judging current issues, establish an ideal that echoes the theme of the times, and
integrate their life pursuits with national development and rejuvenation,” said Ji.
Another member, Deng Yongbin majoring in Applied Mathematics, said that we should draw lessons from the
CPC history and apply what we learn to our work.
Located in Shanghai, the CPC birthplace, ECNU has collaborated with the broader society in its educational
efforts.
It works in cooperation with major revolutionary and memorial sites in Shanghai, such as the Site of the First
National Congress of the Communist Party of China, Shanghai Revolution Museum, National Anthem Gallery
to explore the city’s revolutionary education resources and build a platform for CPC history education.
In addition, based on its advantages in literature, philosophy and social science, ECNU has also organized a
team of 14 CPC history experts who have offered a series of lectures on CPC history. In a span of only three
years, the university has offered 41 CPC history related courses and made 20 videos on CPC history education
in cooperation with 9 elementary and secondary schools.
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ECNUers contribute to: Experiencing
China – Dialogue of Maritime Silk Road
As a series of achievement of the “Experiencing
China” initiated by the China Scholarship Council,
a special issue entitled Experiencing China –
Dialogue of Maritime Silk Road, co-edited by four
ECNU Professors Mu Tao, Du Debin, Jiang
Yanpeng, and Zhang Jing, was published in the
Journal of East China Normal University (Natural
Sciences) following the “Dialogue on the Maritime
Silk Road” Doctoral Forum hosted by the ECNU in
October 2019.
The forum was held as a part of the 2019 ‘Experiencing China” activities. At the Forum, altogether
41 international students from 25 countries were in
attendance. During the two days of the Forum,
students networked and presented their research
outcomes on three topics about the Maritime Silk
Road, i.e., “Culture and Civilization”, “Estuaries
and Coast” and “Economics and Trade”. They also
visited Shanghai and its surrounding areas to experience China’s progress after forty years of reform
and opening-up policies starting in 1978.

nia’s coastal cities are vulnerable to all impacts of
climate change and seawater intrusion,” said
Jamila. “I have learnt a lot through the preparation
processes of publication starting from the Forum.
The year 2020 was an exceedingly difficult year due
to COVID-19. Having a publication like this is one
of the golden achievements for my career development.”
Prof. Mu Tao from ECNU Institute of World History Studies pointed out that, in response to jointly
building the Belt and Road Initiative, efforts in
organizing the Forum and publishing the special
issue for international students in China shall
contribute to promoting the consensus of the international community and students’ future development. At the same time, students feel closer to
China. It is expected that the integration of social
and natural science and regional integration shall
generate more fruitful studies on the Belt and Road
Initiative.

This academic special issue collects a total of 40
extended abstracts submitted by international
students who participated in the Forum, which is
edited in three concurrent but interacting themes.
The themes are 1) Maritime Silk Road and
cross-civilization study, 2) Estuarine and coastal
science and technology towards sustainable ecosystems, and 3) Building a world of common prosperity through win-win cooperation.
At the launch ceremony for the special issue in
March 2021, Jamila Ngondo, studying at the ECNU
State Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal
Research (SKLEC), introduced her research work
findings published in the special issue and also
shared her gains and feelings of participating in the
Forum and publishing her paper. “My paper aims to
examine freshwater supply-related challenges to
Tanzanian coastal cities and to propose sustainable
adaptive strategies. My study results show Tanza-
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Campus

Cherry
blossoms
on
campus

New sky garden offers a stunning natural
outdoor space
After eight months of renovation, ECNU Students’ Activity Center is now facilitated with a new
state-of-the-art sky garden!
The interactive and educational sky garden allows ECNUers to get close to nature and fosters their sense of
environmental sustainability. They can also relax or learn in the seating area.
“It is really good to be outside, and this gives me a lot of inspiration for writing,” said Fu Wangnan, a postgraduate student majoring in Creative Writing.
In the evening, the garden with its stone walkways is illuminated by lamps, presenting a more stunning view.
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