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Headlines
ECNU debuts in Nature Index
Global Top 100
ECNU advanced to 98th among the world’s top 100
academic institutions in the Nature Index 2020
Annual Tables released on May 30. With the
Chinese Academy of Sciences taking the lead, 21
Chinese universities/institutions held spots on the
Global Top 100 list, among which ECNU ranked
21st.
The index tracks the scientific research results of the
institutions and countries published between March
1, 2019 and Feb. 29, 2020 in 82 prestigious scientific
journals. One of the main metrics is known as
“Share”. Formerly referred to in the Nature Index as
Fractional Count (FC), Share takes into account the
percentage of authors from an institution and the
number of affiliated institutions per article. The
maximum combined Share for any article is 1.0.
ECNU published 321 articles last year, with a Share
of 133.72, showing a 33.76% increase in adjusted
Share compared to 2018 and bringing the university
37 places up in the 2020 ranking.
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ECNU Master of Education program in Malaysia
sees new students
A ceremony was recently held online and offline simultaneously to welcome new students to the 2019 ECNU
Master of Education program in Malaysia.
Zhou Aoying, Vice President of ECNU, Wu Tianquan, President of the Federation of Chinese Associations in
Malaysia, and Chen Dajin, Chairman of the United Chinese School Committees’ Association of Malaysia, met
online with 18 new Malaysian students to the program at the ceremony presided over by Xun Yuan, Executive
Vice Director of the Faculty of Education of ECNU.

ECNU’s chemistry discipline moved up to 45th
among global research institutions, 41st among
global universities and 22nd among Chinese universities. The earth and environmental sciences was
26th among Chinese mainland universities and
142nd among global universities. The rankings were
27th and 281st for life sciences and 29th and 138th
for physical sciences.

As ECNU’s first overseas diploma program and a key move by the university has made to deepen reform in
its postgraduate education, this program aims to provide high-quality MA education for Malaysians engaging
in basic education.

Over the past 20 years, ECNU continues to publish
extensively in Nature Index based on the per data
analysis of relevant institutions. It ranked 188th
among global institutions and 18th among Chinese
mainland universities in the 2014 list of the top
global 200 research institutions published by the
Nature Publishing Group. In 2016, it jumped to
123rd and 17th respectively. ECNU’s chemistry
discipline also made it to the global top 100, ranking
73rd among global institutions and 63rd among
global universities in 2016. In 2018, the university
moved up to 113th among global universities and
20th in the Chinese mainland.

On June 12, a meeting was held online in the University of British Columbia (UBC) to review ECNU’s 11th
Overseas Excellent Teacher Training Plan.

Overseas training program participants share
experiences online

ECNU launched the Excellent Teacher Training Plan Program in 2009, aiming to internationalize its teacher
education and build a cooperation platform for high-quality teacher training. So far, a total of 352 undergraduates have been sent to study to in the Columbia University in the U.S., the National University of Ireland,
London University, and UBC. This year marks the seventh year of cooperation between ECNU and UBC on
the program.
The program, which aims at cultivating outstanding teachers and great educators with advanced educational
concepts and broad international visions, is an important measure ECNU has taken to improve its education
talent training mode and incentive mechanism, as well as the quality of its outstanding teacher training. It has
become a brand of ECNU in its effort to internationalize its undergraduate education.

ECNU hosts annual virtual international forum
of young scientists

Symposium on cultivation of top-notch
teachers held

ECNU hosted the 2020 International Forum of Young Scientists (Scholars) from 30 May to 2 June. Nearly 170
distinguished young scholars from domestic and overseas universities, including Harvard University, MIT,
Cambridge, Max Planck Institute, the University of Hong Kong, and the University of Chinese Academy of
Sciences, attended the virtual forum where academic ideas were exchanged. Overall, more than 30,000 people
attended the forum through video conferencing or live-streaming platforms.

In recent years, teachers of Chinese with a better educational background and teaching competence have been
in high demand in primary and middle schools. Prestigious middle schools in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou
and Shenzhen even wish to recruit students graduating from prestigious foreign universities and renowned
Chinese comprehensive universities.
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Against this background, ECNU held a symposium on the cultivation of top-notch teachers on May 29 to
discuss the new challenges facing normal education and chart out a course for the university’s future development.
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Focus
ECNU graduates of 2020
embrace future
On June 23, ECNU’s graduation ceremony for the
class of 2020 was held
separately on the university’s Zhongbei and Minhang
campuses. Due to the
pandemic, a live stream of
the event was held for
students who could not
attend in person.

Graduating in 2020, a year of great upheavals, you may feel that you are unfortunate. However, just as Mencius said, ‘When heaven is going to entrust someone
with great responsibilities, it will first make him suffer both physically and mentally.’ Therefore, all the hardships and adversities you experience today will make
you more mature and stronger—qualities that will eventually lead you to success.
If each of us is a drop of water in the sea of history, you, the graduates of 2020, are
in no way still water in a peaceful sea. You are, instead, sprays on the crest of the
raging waves. Having been thrown into the tides of the times, you need to exercise
self-control. Instead of being knocked down or drowned by the stormy waves of
history, you need to turn yourself into cresting waves riding over the rough sea.
One of the most important objects of human research is the research into ourselves.
We need to develop perfect personalities through our constructive interaction with
the outside world. The meaning of life, as it is often called, is in fact the meaning
you give to your own life in a specific historical, as well as physical context.

Qian Xuhong
President of ECNU

This year a total of 7,700
students graduate from the
university, including 4,298
postgraduates and 3,402
undergraduates. ECNU’s
president and academician
Qian Xuhong spoke to the
graduates at this critical
moment, when they would
leave the campus and enter
the society. He taught them
“the last lesson” entitled
“Adversity helps forge
people of great promise”.
He hoped that the graduates
could take the initiative to
savor the meaning of life
endowed to them by the
times, continue to read,
think, and innovate in the
future.
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At the graduation ceremony,
awards were given to 885 excellent graduates and eight teachers
who were recognized by the
students as the 2020 best teachers. Also hosted was the ceremony of university flag transfer,
which demonstrates the inheritance of the ECNU spirit among
ECNUers.
In addition to the ceremony were
a series of other activities, including a graduation party on the
evening of June 23 and graduation souvenirs such as T-shirts
and necklaces. All these moments
at the 2020 graduation ceremony
will remind the graduates that,
wherever they go or whatever
they do in the future, they will
never forget about the good times
they had as an ECNUer.

Commencement Ceremony
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Research

Mathematicians from China and France
solve geometric problems with algebra

ECNU makes important achievements in the
field of translational medicine and pharmacy
Recently, Shanghai Engineering Research Center of
Molecular Therapeutics and New Drug Development in the School of Chemistry and Molecular
Engineering, East China Normal University
(ECNU) has made a series of important achievements in the field of translational medicine and
pharmacy.
I
Construction of Miniature Drug coupling
System for Cancer Treatment
In response to the high toxicity and low selectivity
of chemotherapeutic drugs, Professor Lyv Wei’s
team, on the basis of their previous research on
extracellular HSP90, developed a new type of
eHSP90-based miniature drug coupling system.
The results were published in Journal of Medicinal
Chemistry with the PhD student Zhu Shulei as the
first author.
II Targeted Delivery of Nucleic Acid Drugs for
Cirrhosis
In view of the fibrosis and inflammation issues that
play a vital role in liver cirrhosis, Prof. Yu Lei and
Associate Researcher Yan Zhiqiang developed a

liver-targeted small nucleic acid lipid nanoparticle
delivery system based on the dual effects of anti-fibrosis and anti-inflammatory, which has been
successfully applied to the treatment of liver cirrhosis in animal models. Related results were
published in ACS NANO.
III Discovery of PI3K/mTOR Dual Inhibitors
for Targeted Tumor Therapy
In response to the drug resistance and negative
feedback that often occur with single targeted
drugs, Associate Researchers Ma Mingliang and
Dong Suzhen jointly developed a new imidazo[1,2-a]pyridine PI3K/mTOR dual inhibitor. Related results were published in Journal of Medicinal
Chemistry.
IV
Efficient and Highly-Selective Docking
Reaction for Drug Synthesis
Regarding the question of how to achieve efficient
asymmetric catalysis in the course of constructing a
diverse compound datebase, Associate Researcher
Xing Dong from ECNU and Prof. Hu Wenhao from
Sun Yat-sen University developed the first asymmetric multi-component Mannich reaction based on
the activation of the electrophilic reagent. Related
results were published in Nature Communication
and reported by Synform and X-mol.
V Discovery of Mitochondrial Uncoupler for
Diabetes Treatment
Prof. Tang Jie and Prof. Yang Fan’s team from
ECNU and Prof. Li Jia’s team from the Chinese
Academy of Sciences jointly found that PDH
activation by dichloroacetic acid (DCA) protects
mice from DNP-induced hyperlactacidemia, hyperthermia, and death, while preserving the ability of
DNP to promote fuel oxidation and improve insulin
sensitivity in mice. Their findings were published in
Diabetes.
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The “Atia-Singer Index Theorem” established in
the 1960s is considered one of the most important
mathematical achievements in the 20th century.
However, whether “η-invariant” has a localization
formula under the group action has become a
long-standing problem unsolved in the international
mathematical arena.
On June 10, Liu Bo, a young researcher from the
School of Mathematical Sciences, ECNU, and Prof.
Ma Xiaonan, an internationally renowned mathematician from the Department of Mathematics,
University of Paris, published a paper titled “Differential K-theory and localization formula for
η-invariants” in Inventiones Mathematicae, an
internationally prestigious mathematics journal,
providing a method to solve this problem from the
algebra perspective.
It took six full years to achieve this 69-page
research, consisting of a research review and the
development of the new theory and its application
in the field of geometry.
In 2012, Liu Bo, who was still a PhD student, visited Prof. Ma Xiaonan in France. During a conversation, they discussed the possibility of a localization
formula under the group reaction. “After that, I put
down all the things at hand and concentrate on
conquering this difficult problem. I even taught
myself arithmetic, algebra and geometry from
scratch, as well as many other mathematical
branches such as the number theory and probability
that I was unfamiliar with.” Liu Bo said. In order to
study this geometry problem, he also introduced the
differential K-theory, a new theory in the 21st
century.
“At that time, we found a possible way to solve this
problem. In the process, Liu Bo made many
attempts that might have led to the settlement of the
problem,” Ma Xiaonan said after the results were
published. During the six years from 2012 to 2018,
Liu Bo and Prof. Ma Xiaonan had maintained regu-

lar discussions on this issue, and worked out five
phase-based results in succession, three of which
were independently accomplished by Liu Bo.
“As the differential K-theory is a new theory that is
not much utilized in China,” Liu Bo said, “we found
the first geometric application of the differential
K-theory this time, highlighting the value of this
new theory. There should be more people using this
theory to solve geometric problems that cannot be
solved with geometry alone.”
“During the six years, Liu Bo had grown from a
student into an excellent young mathematician who
finally solved this problem together with me.” Ma
Xiaonan said: “It is my pleasure to have met him. I
sincerely wish that I could meet with more young
people as talented as him in China.”
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Campus

Birds making their
home on ECNU campus
The campus of East China Normal University (ECNU)
is rich in wildlife diversity. It is home to a wide variety
of plants, animals, and birds in particular.

The final year degree show
“Design Beyond the Clouds”
by students from the School of
Design goes digital due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
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ECNU 2020 degree show
of design goes virtual
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The exhibition was launched
simultaneously on WeChat
and the official website of the
School of Design. Visitors can
take their time observing each
work in a purposeful setting as
they will in a traditional
gallery.

garzetta
Egretta

It is a lot of fun to saunter around the
campus and identify the birds there.
Here are some of the feathered
birds you can find on ECNU
campus.

Beyond the Clouds

The works on display are an
opportunity for final-year
students to showcase their
talent; they are also a celebration of their achievements and
hard work. The website
features expanded information
on the students, including
extra images and video
content.

Statistics show that more than 95 species of birds now
live on the university’s Zhongbei and Minhang
campuses. They add biological diversity to the
campuses and make it more enjoyable to walk around
there amidst the twittering of birds.

Acridotheres cr
is-tatell

Due to limited access to
resources such as paints,
ECNUers thought outside the
box and recreated their exhibits digitally. “That’s why we
are so proud of Class of 2020;
they have had to be pragmatic
and creative in these challenging times,” said Sun Feng, a
teacher from the School of
Design.

rax
rax nyctico
Nyctico
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ECNU 2020 graduation
flowers in full bloom
ECNU plants a kind of beautiful flowers on campus every
year as a special gift and blessing for the graduates.
This tradition dates back to 2014 when the university first
planted some sunflowers on Minhang Campus as a gift for
that year’s graduating students. It was so popular among
ECNUers that it started the university’s tradition of planting
a kind of graduation flowers every year.

Graduation
Season
2020
ECNU

Canola flowers were planted in 2015, verbena in 2016,
veronica in 2017, penstemon in 2018 and hydrangea in 2019.
The flowers express the university’s best wishes for the
graduating students.
The agapanthus has been planted as the graduation flower of
2020. A genus of herbaceous perennials, it generally blooms
during the summer. Its leaves are basal, curved, and linear,
growing up to 60 cm (24 in) long.
The Agapanthus is a flower of love, mysterious and romantic. The flower language it expresses is “communication of
love”. The sea of agapanthuses makes the campus a hotspot
for graduation photos.

Graduation ring

ECNU T-shirts

Canvas bags

Wooden postcards

2020 ECNU
graduation souvenirs
The university’s souvenir shop, Master House(大师屋), offers a unique collection of souvenirs
for graduating students to commemorate this special occasion.
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Tel: (86-21)62233333
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