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Headlines
ECNU celebrates countdown to 70th anniversary

On the same day, the popular on-campus Cultural and Creative Products Bazaar held on campus, which highlighted the inheritance and spread of the university culture, offered visitors with novel and creative value-added products.
The "Wind Rises from the Sea" exhibition of works by College of Fine Arts opened in the afternoon of October
16, showcasing nearly 100 pieces of works. It embodied ECNU's achievements in fine arts education and
created a positive impact of fine arts education on the improvement of campus cultural ecology.
The 69th anniversary of ECNU falls on October 16, 2020. This day also marked the beginning of the one-year
countdown to the university’s 70th birthday. To mark this milestone event, the university launched a series of
activities.
In the early morning of October 16, around 800 teachers and students attended the national flag-raising
ceremony on both Zhongbei and Minhang campuses. ECNUers saluted the gradually rising flag during the
national anthem. The red five-star flag fluttering in the wind carried their blessings for the university and the
country.
The No. 460 gate of ECNU on Zaoyang Road, nicknamed the “back door” among ECNUers, was put into use
after a facelift at 10:16 a.m. on October 16, seven years after its closure.
The gate was forced to close on April 20, 2013 to make way for the environment improvement and pipeline
upgrading in the areas surrounding Zaoyang Road in Putuo District. For the convenience of students and
teachers, the university decided to reopen the gate on the 69th anniversary day.
The renewed gate consists of four pillars, a design that borrows an idea from the old main gate on North
Zhongshan Road. With a succinct design, the gate conveys the cultural richness of the university. Echoing the
nearby landscape of Changfeng Park, it effectively blends the campus into the surrounding greenery.
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In addition, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. between October 15 and 17, Shanghai Global Harbor lighted up in celebration of the 69th birthday of ECNU.
On the evening of October 18, the ceremony to launch the countdown to the 70th anniversary of ECNU was
held on Zhongbei campus. ECNU's extended family of faculty, students, staff, alumni and invited guests gathered for a festive evening featuring a memorable musical performance.
At the concert, Mei Bing, Chair of ECNU University Council; ECNU President Qian Xuhong; Guan
Shuguang, a teacher with the School of Physics and Electronic Science; Chen Weiping, a teacher with the
Department of Philosophy; Zhao Shuo, a student representative with the Faculty of Economics and Management; Tian Peiqing, an ECNU alumnus, Chair of Shanghai Four Seasons Education Group, and a board
member of ECNU Education Development Foundation; and Lu Jiaxian, a celebrated leader of the overseas
Chinese community in Austria and permanent emeritus Chairman of Austria-Sino Friendship Association
Chinese Committee, unveiled the logo for the celebration of the upcoming 70th anniversary of ECNU.
Designed by the School of Design, the logo, which is inspired by the pillars in front of the Qun Xian Tang, a
landmark historic buildings of ECNU, and the architectural emblazonry and mortarboard sculpture in front of
Li Ke San Guan, implies that ECNU, in its 69 years of development, has cultivated a galaxy of talents for the
country.
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ECNU plays active role in Xundian’s fight
against poverty
The eradication of poverty has long been a battle. The United Nations has tried to win by mobilizing global
resources. It has also been a target China has made great efforts to fulfill in order to raise the living standards
of Chinese people to a higher level.
Chinese universities join hands in poverty alleviation, with ECNU no exception. In August 2019, ECNU
undertook the task of poverty alleviation in Xundian County, located in the northeast-central part of Yunnan
Province, China. Since then, ECNU has been going all out to pool resources, make the most of its advantages
and innovate poverty relief mechanisms to lift the county out of poverty and realize rural revitalization.
On October 23, an ECNU delegation visiting Xundian County took part in a seminar on poverty alleviation
held at the building of the local government.
"By helping Xundian fight against poverty, ECNU is fulfilling its three missions - talent cultivation, civilization and development - to rejuvenate our country," ECNU President Qian Xuhong said: "Through the work,
we also accumulated rich experiences in poverty relief innovation and developed our own style in the cause of
poverty alleviation through education. We will continue to put in more money and personnel to run major
assistance programs and upgrade education quality of Xundian."
ECNU Vice President Sun Qun also mentioned that the combination of ECNU's advantages in science and
technology as well as social resources and Xundian's favorable policies and natural resources will not only
propel the innovation and entrepreneurship education of ECNU, but also tap a new growth engine for Xundian's socioeconomic development, and help provide a new pattern for poverty alleviation as a reference.
On October 28, Chen Qun, Vice Mayor of Shanghai, visited Xundian for progress in poverty alleviation. Chen
Qun pointed out that, in only one year, ECNU has introduced advanced education and teaching methods into
Xundian County with the assistance of information technology by organizing resources effectively, giving full
play to its disciplinary advantages and investing professional strength, which is a strong support to the realization of high-quality poverty alleviation and rural revitalization in Xundian County. He hoped that ECNU will
bring into play its leading role in education as a comprehensive research-oriented university and keep providing assistance to the county-level primary school with a strong revolutionary spirit and contributing to the
development of Xundian County and even Yunnan Province.

Four universities provide coordinated assistance
to Lijiang Teachers college
East China Normal University, Nanjing Xiaozhuang University, Changsha Normal University and Yunnan
Normal University have worked together to assist Lijiang Teachers College. On October 9, the coordinating
meeting for assisting Lijiang Teachers College by the Ministry of Education was held at ECNU. The meeting
was presided over by Ren Youqun, Director of the Department of Teacher Education of the Ministry of Education.
Lijiang Teachers College is the only public institution of higher learning in Northwest Yunnan Province.
Promoted by the Ministry of Education, ECNU and the other three universities, based on their own unique
resources, will provide partner assistance to Lijiang Teachers College in talent training, discipline construction, scientific research and innovation and other fields in an effort to enhance the college’s school-running
ability and endogenous driving force and realize its high-quality leapfrog development.

ECNU strives to promote Mandarin as means
for poverty alleviation
The National Language Promotion Base at ECNU
has discovered a new path to rapidly improve the
proficiency of standard spoken and written Chinese
of teachers in minority areas, a unique ECNU mode
characterized by solving problems in teacher training through online learning. From May to August
this year, the ECNU Base had participated in an
online demonstration and training project to
improve teachers’ ability to teach with the national
commonly-used language in 52 poverty-stricken
counties , and from June to July it had organized an
online demonstration and training project to
improve the Mandarin of seeded teachers from
kindergartens in the ‘three districts and three prefectures' of extreme poverty.

ing Model for Teachers in Minority Areas submitted by the National Language Promotion Base of
ECNU was approved by the Ministry of Education
as one of the first major projects of national
language promotion base construction in 2020
(Among the 61 projects approved, only 4 were
major projects).

The proposal titled Innovative Research and Practice of National Commonly-Used Language Train-
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Shanghai Vice Mayor visits ECNU

ECNU and Huawei inaugurate education base

A delegation of Shanghai government officials
headed by Vice Mayor Wu Qing, paid a visit to
ECNU on October 26.

The MOE-Huawei “Intelligent Base” Collaborative
Training Base for Industry-Education Integration
was inaugurated at ECNU recently. ECNU Vice
President Dai Liyi unveiled the plaque for this base
with Zheng Yelai, Vice President of Huawei and
President of Huawei Cloud.

The delegation met with Mei Bin, Chair of the
University Council, President Qian Xuhong, Vice
President Sun Zhenrong, as well as scholars and
experts from the university.
At the meeting, experts from different departments
updated the visitors about the latest advancement in
ECNU's research on biomedicine, and brain and
brain-inspired intelligence.

The university is urged to focus on key issues that
meet the demand for national strategic development, develop its own characteristics in basic and
frontier research, and set the pace in cutting-edge
research. He also encouraged ECNU to center on
bottleneck technologies and make greater efforts to
tackle key scientific and technological problems to
do its bit for attaining Shanghai’s goal to become a
scientific innovation hub.

The Vice Mayor lauded the achievements ECNU
has made in scientific research and talent training,
saying the university has nurtured a multitude of
talented people in education and finance, and is a
vital force in pushing forward Shanghai towards
becoming a scientific innovation hub.
He hoped the university will exert its advantages
and tap cultural deposits to become a magnet for
high-caliber talents from home and abroad needed
for the nation's scientific research.

ECNU Development Advisory Committee
meets for re-election
The ECNU Development Advisory Committee was re-elected at its 2020 plenary session on October 18.
Members of the committee converged on the meeting to contribute ideas and suggestions for ECNU's double
first-rate university construction and 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025).
Chair of the University Council, Mei Bin extended heartfelt thanks to the members for their long-standing
support for the university.
ECNU President Qian Xuhong unveiled the name list of the newly elected second ECNU Development Advisory Committee. Mei and Qian conferred the employment letters to the new committee members.
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“ECNU and Huawei have laid a solid foundation
for cooperation in the construction of Hunpeng
Ecosystem, the Second Computing Platform and
the Smart Campus, and have jointly built an innovation lab in trustworthy theories and key technological breakthroughs, and a GaussDB databank innovation lab,” said Dai Liyi.
Dai also pointed out that the new education base
will advance education reform and curriculum
improvement, boost research in core technology
innovation through “Intelligent Plus Education”,
and highlight the training of key capabilities to
resolve major problems in core technological areas.
This type of cooperation between high tech and
education, according to him, “has yielded heartening fruits in both scientific research and teaching.”

important source of talent for the company.
At present, there are around 500 ECNU graduates
working with Huawei. In recent years, Huawei has
been increasing its input in education and talent
training. The new education base in ECNU will
serve as a benchmark for education reform in
Chinese universities.
ECNU and Huawei will deepen cooperation in
curriculum development and learning as well as
out-of-classroom learning for students through the
education base. The collaboration produces 21
high-quality courses including AI. A sound management system and a supportive school environment have also been promised to ensure the smooth
operation of the base.

On behalf of Huawei, Zheng Yelai said that
Huawei’s growth in the high-tech sector over the
past 30 years would not have been possible without
the support from top-notch domestic universities.
ECNU is a long-term partner with Huawei and an

PE major wins top-level accreditation from MOE
Entrusted by the Higher Education Evaluation Center of the Ministry of Education (MOE), an expert panel led
by Prof. Song Dongsheng, a member of the ministry's Normal Education Professional Accreditation Expert
Commission, was in ECNU from October 19 to 21 to carry out an on-the-spot examination of the physical
education major for the purpose of accreditation.
Passing the examination as expected, the discipline becomes China's first PE program to win the third-level
certificate of accreditation from the ministry, the highest level for China's normal education majors. It has
become a role model in university major accreditation and benchmark in talent cultivation. To date, nine of
ECNU majors have been granted certificates of accreditation by the ministry.
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Focus
Sports Day held on campus
As an annual event, ECNU Sports Day gives students a break from
their regular class schedule and a chance to make new friends while
enabling them to enjoy a range of competitive activities before the
weather gets too cold. This year, the Sports Day lasted two days
from October 27 to 28.
The creative styles in which the faculties and students made their
debut were one of the highlights of the event. Each phalanx demonstrated the characteristics of the faculties and department
concerned.
The team of overseas students, dressed in costumes of different
nationalities, displayed the charm of different cultures. The
stunning cheerleading performance delivered by the School of
Sports and Health was brimming with creativity and vitality,
winning bursts of applause from participating teachers and students.
In addition, on October 28, the university also organized several
unique fun events, such as basketball games, swimming competitions, and intellectual competitions.
As a university that encourages active involvement in all areas of
the university life, ECNU hopes all its members to participate in
various sports activities.
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Research

ECNU scholar develops new
long-term orientation structure

Researchers make progress in morphodynamics
of Changjiang Estuary
Typhoons are generally simultaneous with flood
peaks or flash floods at the Changjiang Estuary. It
has long been a problem to determine whether the
delta morphodynamics in flood season is caused by
flood peaks or typhoons. Furthermore, estuarine
sediment source-sink transition in this period is the
most observable both in frequency and capacity, but
hard to detect.
Recently, Prof. Dai Zhijun’s team from the State
Key Laboratory of Estuarine and Coastal Research
(SKLEC) found that high riverine flow caused
30-60 million cubic meters of sediment erosion
along the south passage while typhoons brought
about 9-47 million cubic meters of sediment into the
estuary in flood season by quantifying the morphodynamic process of the south passage of the Changjiang Estuary under the influence of typhoons over
the past two decades. Furthermore, they put forward
the relationship between runoff and sediment
erosion in flood season over the estuary and quantified the role of typhoon and high riverine runoff in
estuarine sediment erosion and accretion.
“Typhoons bring flooding to the delta region, but
they also provide sediment for the delta expansion,
which can greatly compensate for delta erosion
caused by fluvial sediment decline”, Prof. Dai said.
“This work is of particular practical significance, as
the sediment flux from the Changjiang River to the
sea has reduced by nearly 75%, which seriously
affects the delta extension towards the sea. If the
landward sediment transport induced by typhoons
can be trapped in an effective manner, the seaward
growth of tidal flats can be maintained to a large
extent, which is undoubtedly useful information to
solve the current urban space shortage problem in
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Shanghai.”
This research was published in Geophysical
Research Letters on October 8 with the title: “Tropical cyclones significantly alleviate mega-deltaic
erosion induced by high riverine flow. ”
Since the construction of the Three Gorges Dam in
2003, the annual sediment flux from the Changjiang River into the sea has decreased by approximately 75% compared that in the previous century,
resulting in local erosion in the delta channel and
coastal region. Frequent typhoon and flood events
have also caused large scale morphological changes
over the submerged delta, which have attracted
worldwide concerns. Based on the measured bathymetric data that cover the normal, high flow, and
typhoon conditions, this research quantified the
differences between erosion-deposition patterns
caused by high riverine flow and typhoon events
and evaluated the driving mechanism of high-energy events on the morphodynamic changes in the
estuary through one-dimensional fast Fourier transforms (1D-FFT) and the Shannon's diversity index
(SHDI).

Prof. He Jiaxun, Chinese Dean of Asia Europe
Business School at ECNU, has recently co-authored
a research paper, which was published in Industrial
Marketing Management. In the paper the authors
argue that long term orientation can manifest the
essence of Chinese culture at the individual level.

favors and gifts; personal steadiness and stability;
and having a sense of shame. The last one, which
comes from the Chinese Culture Connection(1987)
and was subsequently incorporated into the eight
values of Bearden, Money and Nevins (2006).
The study preliminarily shows that three factors continuity, tradition and planning - exist in the
long-term orientation dimension at the individual
level. The results reveal that data validation based
on the theory is rational.

The finding, which took the researchers eight years
to finish, rebuilds on the fifth cultural value dimension of Dutch professor Geert Hofstede's comprehensive study on workplace values as influenced by
culture. Hofstede’s greatest and the most influential
achievement is the discovery and establishment of
five dimensions of cultural differences: individualism and collectivism; power distance; uncertainty
avoidance; masculinity and feminism; long term
orientation and short-term orientation.

Furthermore, He puts the three new three dimensions in supply chain relationships and establishes a
structural equation model to verify its legal validity.
The study concludes that two dimensions – tradition and planning – in the LTO measurement of
Nevins, Bearden and Money (2006), have no significant impact on trust in supply chain relationships
and therefore cannot affect commitment.

Long-term orientation (LTO) is the fifth dimension
of Hofstede's model, which originates from traditional Chinese culture and is of great significance to
the global issue of sustainable development.

In contrast, the dimension of continuity proposed
by He has a significant impact on trust under the
assumption that both tradition and planning affect
trust and commitment. Trust further affects affective commitment, continuance commitment, and
normative commitment. In other words, when the
continuity dimension appears in LTO, the roles of
tradition and planning disappear.

Prof. He expounds on LTO in the context of
Chinese culture and Confucianism. The way people
view time holistically should also reflect the values
that link the past, present and future, especially in
regard to sustainability.
He and his co-researcher creates a new scale for
LTO constructs by selecting four highly correlated
values: trustworthiness; reciprocation of greetings,

Continuity

Tradition

Planning

0.32*
0.04

0.18

0.53***

Trust

0.56***

0.39**

Affective
commitment

Continuance
commitment

Normative
commitment
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Students win first prize in 11th China
Undergraduate Physics Tournament
From October 16 to 18, the 11th China Undergraduate Physics Tournament (CUPT) (online) hosted by
the Organizing Committee of China Undergraduate
Physics Tournament and undertaken by the Department of Physics of Zhejiang University was in
progress. After 48 hours of fierce competition, the
ECNU delegation, which consisted of six undergraduates from the School of Physics and Electronic Science stood out among the 63 teams from 62
universities, ranking ninth and winning the first
prize in the tournament for the first time.

“Post-80s” Mathematician wins “2020
Xplorer Prize”
On September 25, the list of winners of the 2nd
“Xplorer Prize” was revealed. Fifty young scientists in nine fields won the prize. Liu Gang, a
“post-80s” professor from the School of Mathematical Sciences, ECNU, was on the list.
Prof. Liu Gang, born in 1984, continued his
postdoctoral study at the University of California at
Berkeley after obtaining his PhD from the University of Minnesota in 2013. From 2016 to 2019, he
served as an assistant professor at Northwestern
University in the United States and joined East
China Normal University in 2019.
Liu Gang's main research direction is complex
geometry, involving the intersection of multiple
mathematical directions, such as differential geometry, algebraic geometry, multiple complex functions, topology, and partial differential equations.
His research interests is mainly the relationship
between curvature, topology, complex structure,
and algebraic structure, etc.
According to Lyu Changhong, Deputy Dean of the
School of Mathematical Sciences of ECNU, and
one of the recommenders, “Liu Gang is a very
surefooted, humble and low-pitched.” As a young
teacher, he has made outstanding achievements in
the field of mathematics and has gained recognition
on the international arena. He has the potential for
greater development in the future. “His undergraduate major was not mathematics, but he has a great
passion for mathematics and is extremely
quick-minded. The fact that he wins this prize is
inseparable from his persistence study and commit-
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ment in academic research.”
Upon hearing the news that he had won the prize,
Liu Gang said: “Thanks to the Tencent Xplorer
Prize. I will focus more on mathematical research
and discover more beauty in mathematics in the
future.”

In the first half of this year, members of the CUPT
training team of ECNU, overcoming the impacts
brought about by the pandemic, conducted research
at home with online guidance on a regular basis.
During the summer vacation, under the special
arrangements of the university, the academy and the
faculty, the team members returned to campus and
concentrated on their research wholeheartedly.
Finally, they won the special prize in CUPT East
China Regional Trial in August this year.
To help students improve their ability to compete,
the School of Physics and Electronic Science established an instructor team well-versed in both theory

and practice. They held regular seminars, guided
students to explore and solve problems independently, and helped form a research model with
students in the center and teachers’ assistance as a
complement. The School of Physics and Electronic
Science, the Office of Academic Affairs, and the
School of Innovation and Entrepreneurship jointly
promoted the reform of experimental practice and
teaching, and set up two professional electives
named “Physics Modeling” and “Independent Innovation in Physics Experiment” respectively to help
students with theory and experiments.
CUPT is a national-level competition in China
modelling on the International Young Physicists’
Tournament (IYPT). As a comprehensive scientific
research training and practice platform for undergraduates, it includes experimental design, equipment construction, experimental operation, the
oretical analysis, result discussion, and report
presentation, defense and commentary. The entire
research and presentation processes are carried out
in teams, which play a significant role in cultivating
and improving the participants’ abilities for teamwork, organization, coordination, communication
and expression.

The “Xplorer Prize” is a non-governmental and
public interest award for young scientific and
technological workers aged 45 and under who are
working full-time in the Chinese mainland, Hong
Kong and Macao in the fields of fundamental
sciences and frontier technologies. It aims to
reward young scientific and technological workers
who highlight the spirit of scientific exploration and
concentrate on scientific and technological
research, and who have played a great role in
promoting the future development of the country.
This year’s “Xplorer Prize” has received applications from more than 1,200 young scientists. After
four rounds of evaluation, the final winners list was
eventually unveiled with the ratio of applicants to
winners of about 25: 1.
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Campus
“Father of quantum”lectures on campus

Food festival encourages food saving
The 32nd ECNU Food-saving Month & 8th Food
Festival was held on the square to the west of Xiayu
Hall at Minhang Campus on October 14 and on the
lawn in front of Qun Xian Tang on Zhongbei
Campus on October 21. This year's event, while
remaining a feast for foodies, also underscored the
awareness of the environmental and social-economic impacts of food waste.
Free samples of different dishes and disserts were
handed out to visitors at the festival and were
warmly received, including Belgium-made chocolate, eggrolls, chocolate cream puffs, northern
Jiangsu meat balls, Cantonese char shiu (or roast
pork), crispy durian pastry, fruits, etc.
About 113 kinds of desserts, 69 kinds of cooked
food, 104 kinds of agricultural produce, 50 kinds of
fruits, and 60 kinds of snacks and leisure food
appeared at the festival.

Pan Jianwei, an internationally renowned quantum scientist and academician of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, is known as the “father of quantum” and was selected as Time magazine's 100 Most Influential
People of 2018. As a pioneer and leading scientist in quantum science, he specializes in quantum optics, quantum information and experimental testing of basic principles in quantum mechanics.
On October 15, Academician Pan was invited to give a lecture titled “From Einstein’s Curiosity to Quantum
Information Technology” on Minhang campus. The lecture was hosted by ECNU President Qian Xuhong.
In his lecture, Pan expounded on Einstein’s belief that “God does not play dice with the universe.” He then
reviewed the development of quantum mechanics over the past century, and introduced the development history and prospects of quantum information technology, such as quantum communication and quantum computing. According to Pan, “in the future, AI research and quantum computer hardware may understand or even
surpass human wisdom. This is what I’m longing to see.”
This lecture was warmly welcomed among ECNUers, who took all the seats in the lecture hall and in the two
video sessions. During the interactive session, many teachers and students asked questions about the physical
realization of quantum computing, the application prospects of quantum communication, and the basic issues
of quantum mechanics.
Pan also visited the State Key Laboratory of Precision Spectroscopy, where he discussed with the teacher
representatives of the laboratory about further cooperation and development.
According to Pan: “ECNU is one of the best institutions in China regarding quantum optics, quantum physics,
and quantum information. We will cooperate closely on some major national scientific research platforms and
some related research in the future.”
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The traditional folk craftsmanship on display was
also a highlight that captured the attention of the
visitors, who queued in front of the booths to appreciate the art of sugar and clay figurine making.
Festival goers signed their names on a board
vowing not to waste food, and shared their snapshots on WeChat moments. By doing so, they could
receive a small gift.
ECNU has been encouraging students to be frugal
with food for years. The 32nd Food-saving Month
this year aims to promote the virtue of frugality and
the consciousness of treasuring grain and saving
food. Starting from this semester, ECNU canteens
have offered half-portion dishes and sold rice in
three portions at 0.44 yuan, 0.22 yuan and 0.11
yuan, respectively. Noodles are also served in small
and big bowls.
Meanwhile, to eliminate food waste at the source,
the canteens' management have tightened their grip
on the procurement, production and processing of
food raw materials. They have also kept the warehouses clean, well-ventilated and organized to
prevent food materials from going bad.
ECNU Newsletter
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8th Huashen Coffee
Festival held
The 8th Huashen Coffee Culture Festival was held
on the bank of the Liwa River in the afternoon of
October 23, a perfect autumn treat for coffee-lovers.

Amid the cool autumn breeze and the sweet
fragrance of the orange osmanthus, ECNU
welcomed more than 1,200 graduates back to its
campus for the 2020 Alumni Day on October 6.

Themed “Extending the Love of ECNU to Xundian
People”, the festival introduced the unique coffee
culture of Yunnan Province, as well as the delicacies and folk culture of Xundian, a poverty-stricken
area in Yunnan. By means of a cultural festival, it
attempts to draw ECNUers’ attention to and support
of people living in underdeveloped areas.

The alumni, from 92 classes in a span of 26 years,
gathered on Zhongbei campus to commemorate the
69th anniversary of their alma mater.

Festival-goers had great fun in reading books over a
cup of fragrant coffee, boating in the river, listening
to the music and chitchatting, immersing themselves in the poetic campus culture.
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ECNU welcomes back alumni for
2020 Alumni Day

The oldest of them graduated from the university 60
years ago while the youngest only five years ago.
They had fun in attending various activities such as
donning academic gowns, collecting seals or the
alumni passport, visiting the school history
museum, and eating nostalgia-themed lunch.

ments received the alumni, introducing to them
their latest development.
An electronic alumni card was launched, which can
be applied for by the alumni online. A visual card
can be conveniently accessed on the mobile phone.
The cardholder can have access to the university
library, have meals in the campus cafeteria, and pay
bills by scanning the code.

The organizers of the Alumni Day also arranged
voluntary services, an annual alumni donation
event, and a comprehensive alumni survey and
assessment. Sixteen ECNU schools and depart-
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