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Headlines
ICME-14 postponed to 2021

T

he 14th International Congress on Mathematical Education (ICME-14), which was scheduled to
be held from July 12 to 19 this year in Shanghai, will be postponed till next summer due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
According to the latest decision made by the International Commission on Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) and the organizing committee of ICME-14, the event will be held from July 11 to 18 next
year in Shanghai.
The event had been planned to be held in the Shanghai Convention and Exhibition Center of International Sourcing. As the venue is unavailable in summer next year, ICME-14 will be held at East
China Normal University’s Zhongbei Campus in Putuo District.
Hosted once every four years under the guidance of the ICMI, the ICME is the top-notch, largest
international conference on mathematical education. ICME-14 is sponsored by ECNU and chaired
by the university’s former president Prof. Wang Jianpan upon the entrustment of the Chinese Mathematical Society. This is also the first time for China to host the ICME. By April 1, 2020, the total
number of registrants had reached 2,829, covering 108 countries and regions in the world.
On April 16, the first preparatory working conference after the new decision was made was
convened at ECNU. According to the conference, ICME-14 will include 500 academic activities and
is expected to attract 3,400 attendees, with 70 percent coming from overseas
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ECNU Education group has new members

O

n April 9 and 10, East China Normal
University (ECNU) signed an agreement
with the Putuo District Government of Shanghai and the Baoshan District Government of
Shanghai respectively for the founding of the
Putuo Campus and Baoshan Campus of No. 2
High School. This marks a solid step forward in
the strategic cooperation in education
between ECNU and the two districts, which, by
far, has expanded from pre-school to senior
high school education.

The ECNU Education Group takes "excellence,
leadership, responsibility and service" as the
core value and mission for development. Based
in Shanghai, it has expanded its influence
throughout the Yangtze River Delta region and
even in the whole country. As of now, it has
started more than 40 affiliated schools of different types across China.

Founded by ECNU in 1958, No. 2 High School
of ECNU is the only experimental and demonstrative senior high school in Shanghai directly
under the Ministry of Education. Adhering to
the philosophy of pursuing excellence and
cultivating future-minded talents, it has formed
its own educational characteristics centered
around virtue and innovation.

Seminar on first-class university construction
to be hosted monthly

O

n April 2, a seminar on constructing the first-class education discipline was held at ECNU to
improve the university’s governance capacity and promote its system innovation.

Starting from this semester, the university will host a seminar on a monthly basis to discuss measures
for decision making and implementation and discipline assessment.
The seminar on April 2 was the first of the series of seminars on education to be hosted. Meanwhile,
ECNU will carry out an integrated assessment of all its academic disciplines to roll out its 14th
Five-Year Plan (2021-2025).

Gu Lingyuan, founder of the well-known “Qinpu Mathematical Pedagogy” and chair professor of
ECNU, will deliver a plenary lecture at the congress, turning himself the second Chinese plenary
speaker at the ICME after Prof. Hua Luogeng, who spoke at ICME-4 41 years ago.

Reporting on the status quo and development of ECNU’s education discipline, Director of the
Faculty of Education Yuan Zhenguo stated that the Faculty of Education would give top-priority to
the construction of the “Brain Science and Education Innovation Institute” and the “International
Institute for Intelligent Education”. The latter will focus on frontier research, such as adaptive intelligent education and global online-merge-offline (OMO), to transform education from standardization to individualization.

The 72 speakers at ICME-14 come from different parts of the world. During the congress, the mathematical education mode typical of Shanghai that has drawn world-wide attention and has been
introduced into the basic education system of the UK, will also make its debut in the form of
research groups, workshops, and discussions.

Yang Rong, Director of the Department of Development Planning, delivered analyzed the development of the education discipline from three perspectives: achievements made, comparison with
other universities, and suggestions for future development. She pointed out that the education
discipline of ECNU has gained strong momentum for development in recent years.
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ECNU develops popular
online course for pupils

Series about Chinese naval
ships warmly received
overseas

R

ecently, “Pushkin and His Creation during
the Plague” became the teaching material
for the popular online course “Cloud Classroom During the Pandemic”. The course R&D
team, known as “ECNU Hope Transmitters”,
wish that this course can offer a chance for
children to understand Pushkin, the great
Russian writer, and the impact of the plague on
his literary creation. They also hope that the
children can learn from Pushkin and face up
with the pandemic courageously.
This online video course, which was developed
in ten days through cloud collaboration, has
been live-streamed to all primary school pupils
in Shanghai and Jiangxi Province, receiving 4
million views and gaining wide acclaim from
students and parents.
The course consists of 14 lessons, each lasting
for about 10 minutes. With a focus on the pandemic, the course is designed on the basis of
the existing subjects taught at primary schools,
such as Chinese, Mathematics, Nature, Information, Labor Skills and Psychology and combines the cognitive rules and interests of the
students. In consideration of children’s preference to watch videos, it also makes use of
high-quality audio-visual resources to make
learning more interesting.
Organized by Zhao Jian from the ECNU’s
School of Open Education and Wu Minyu from
the National Institutes of Educational Policy
Research, this volunteer group consists of 15
ECNU students at the undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctorate levels from 6 schools
and ECNU alumni.
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ECNUers
ECNUer’s video wins first prize at
national print ad contest

R

ecently, East China Normal University Press
(ECNUP) licensed 11 overseas publishing
houses to translate and publish the
military-themed
documentary
literature
Approaching Chinese Naval Ships Series in
multiple languages, including English, Russian,
German, Italian, Hindi, Korean, Portuguese,
Turkish, Georgian, Ukrainian, and Urdu.

t the “2019 National Public Service Print Advertisement Competition & National College
Students Charity Advertisement Collections” co-hosted by the People's Daily and the Ministry
of Education, Jin Qiu, a first-year postgraduate student from the Radio and Television Department
of ECNU’s School of Communication, claimed the first prize video with her work Dumplings.

Based on celebrated Chinese naval vessels
such as the aircraft carrier Liaoning Ship, the
naval hospital ship Peace Ark, and the guided-missile destroyer Haikou Ship, this series
describes the history of the arduous and painstaking development of the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) navy and naval vessel equipment
over the past 70 years. It also tells the story how
generations of naval officers and soldiers as
well as national defense industry frontline staff
have continuously endeavored to chase their
dreams.

The short film depicts an old mother suffering from Alzheimer's disease and gradually experiencing
memory loss. As the disease progresses, her memories start to slowly dissipate. Her daughter can
do nothing but watch helplessly while her mother feels more confused with the elapse of time. However, even though the mother forgets her own daughter, she never forgets dumplings, her daughter’s favorite food.

A

Launched in June, 2019, the contest has received 19,157 entries submitted by students from 870
universities across the country. After several rounds of review,“Dumplings”won first prize in the
video category.

Against the background of building a community with a shared future for mankind and
advancing the reform and construction of the
global governance system, books are an
important medium to tell China’s stories and
contribute Chinese wisdom and strength to the
rest of the world. Guided by this vision, ECNUP
has worked hard to explore how Chinese books
can be better promoted overseas and has
made encouraging achievements in recent
years.
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Focus
Welcome back:
ECNU’s ready for students’ return

A

fter months-long closure due to the novel
coronavirus, some of the ECNU students
can finally bid farewell to the longest winter
break in history and return to campus.
A room has been set up
at the gate of the Zhongbei campus for returning
students to have their
temperatures checked.

From April 29, the university will see graduating
students come back in batches. Non-graduating students, however, are still not allowed to
return except for doing scientific research.
International students graduating this year can
return to the university only if they are currently
in China.
Before coming back, students must file an
application online and they should not return
until their applications are approved. They
should wear masks and demonstrate their
green health codes and campus ID cards
before entering the campus.

The university holds a
drill to test its pandemic
control plans.
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At the entrances of both Zhongbei and Minhang campuses, a booth has been set up for
returning students to have their temperature
checked by an infrared imager. They can enter
the university if their temperatures are normal.
If they suffer from a fever, they will be sent to a
designated fever clinic for diagnosis. If found
infected, they will be sent to a designated
hospital for treatment. Otherwise, they will be
quarantined in a designated dorm building
until their symptoms disappear.

All the public areas such as the libraries, teaching buildings, classrooms and laboratories have
been disinfected and ventilated. The university
has prepared for each student a health kit,
including 15 masks, a thermometer, a bar of
soap, some alcoholic cotton and a brochure on
anti-virus prevention. Masks and thermometers
are available in the shops on both campuses.
Furthermore, dormitory supervisors and residing counselors also provide additional services
for students’ care and well-being, including
dormitory ventilation, quilt drying, garbage
cleaning removal.
At the entrance of the canteens, temperature
screening devices and hand sanitizer are
already in place, and the marks on the floor
remind diners to keep a distance of at least one
meter from each other. Three set menus are
provided for each meal. Diners can choose
either to eat box meals in their dorms or dine in
the canteen at the required distance.
To ensure students’ health, the university will
continue to lock down its campuses after their
return. Teachers and students need to submit
an application prior to leaving and entering the
campus. There will be no offline lectures,
forums, conferences, job fairs, parties or sport
competitions on campus.
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Research
ECNU releases global projections
of future urban land expansion

R

ecently, Nature Communications published the important research progress
made by Prof. Li Xia’s team from the School of
Geographical Sciences, ECNU in the field of
global climate change.

Based on an analysis of the probability distribution of urban land expansion in three international metropolitan areas in 2100, i.e. London,
New York and the Yangtze River Delta, this
research concludes that the urban land expansion of major global economies will all take
place in large urban agglomerations, featuring
a high degree of marginal expansion.
This research was developed in accordance
with the latest global climate scenario framework---shared socio-economic paths (SSPs)
formulated by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Based
on future scenarios, it projected the spatial
evolution pattern of global urban land use from
2015 to 2100, discussed its impacts on the
global ecological environment and displayed
the projected paths of future urban development under five scenarios in the future.
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“This work constitutes an important part of the
global climate change research on changes in
the land system. As the urban land is closely
related to human activities, projecting its
changing tendency under various future
scenarios will help us to understand the human
urbanization process and the responses to
global environmental changes. The projection
is also of great significance to the realization of
sustainable development goals proposed by
the United Nations”, said Prof. Li Xia, first corresponding author of the article.

PhD student studying at Sun Yat-sen University
under the guidance of Prof. Li Xia.
The research was jointly accomplished by many
institutes including ECNU, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong South China Sea Institute of
Oceanology, China University of Geosciences
(Wuhan), Beijing Normal University, University
of Toronto, Nanjing University and Yale University. Among them, the School of Geographical
Sciences of ECNU is the first communication
institute. This research was officially published
in Nature Communications on January 27,
2020, representing the contributions made by
Chinese scholars participating in global change
research.

The research is part of the studies on global
land-use change carried out by Prof. Li Xia’s
team. The first author is Chen Guangzhao, a
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Campus
ECNU mourns COVID-19 victims

O

“Erudition·Spring” Forum Week receives warm responses

n the morning of April 4, a national mourning was held to mourn those people who died in
COVID-19 outbreak.

At ECNU, national flags were lowered to half-mast on both campuses, and air raid sirens wailed in
grief for three minutes to mourn the COVID-19 victims.
The Qingming Festival, or the Tomb-Sweeping Day, is an important traditional festival for Chinese
people to pay respect to the deceased. It usually falls on April 4 or 5 each year. Qingming is also the
5th solar term of the traditional Chinese lunar calendar. The words “Qing” and “Ming”, which mean
“clear” and “bright” in Chinese, describe the weather during this period. This year’s Qingming
Festival falls on April 4.
Tomb sweeping is the most important customs during the Qingming Festival. On those days,
people often visit and clean the graves of their ancestors, deceased relatives or friends and offer
them food and flowers.

“Erudition · Spring” Forum Week, organized by
the Faculty of Economics and Management of
ECNU, was held on April 11. This activity, which
consists of three lectures and a theme forum,
focuses on the challenges and changes
brought about by the pandemic.
Organized by Prof. Lan Faqin, Vice Director of
the Faculty of Economics and Management,
the Forum Week invited seven guests to give
lectures online, including Prof. Wang Linfa, a
famous virologist and academician of the
Australian Academy of Technology and Engineering, Prof. Yu Nanping from ECNU’s School
of Advanced International and Area Studies,
and Dr. Shao Yu, chief economist at Orient
Securities. Nearly a thousand students, teachers and alumni attended the lectures.
In his lecture “The outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic and the counter measures”, Prof.
Wang Linfa analyzed the possible origin of the
virus, the outbreak symptoms, the experience
in responding to COVID-19, the measures to be
taken, etc. He also discussed the relationship
between bats and virus spread.

and investment needs, develop new industries
and create job opportunities.
Dr. Shao Yu gave a lecture named “Poison bat
= black swan + grey rhino: a panoramic analysis of the economic and financial impacts of
the novel coronavirus pandemic", in which he
presented the severe impacts the novel coronavirus pandemic is producing on the national
economy and financial market. He held that
due to the assault of the pandemic as a combination of the “Black Swan” and “Grey Rhino”, a
global economic recession is inevitable.
A forum on the recruitment market and career
development during the pandemic was specifically staged. Four guests were invited to
discuss employment issues online and answer
questions from this year’s graduates about
job-seeking. They were Prof. Yi Lingfeng, Director of ECNU’s Department of Enterprise Management, Mr. Liu Dawei, a chair professor of
Minjiang Scholars, Ms. Tang Yuewen, supervisor of Human Resources of U.S. MetLife Insurance Company, and Ms. Qi Fang, senior supervisor of Zhilian Recruitment Group.

In his lecture “The pandemic and new issues in
international politics and economy”, Prof. Yu
Nanping pointed out that, judging from the
socio-economic perspective, the coronavirus
pandemic had exerted a huge impact on the
supply chain, domestic and foreign demands,
enterprise development, consumption psychology, and employment. In response to this situation, governments need to adopt more precise
and well-targeted fiscal policies to stimulate
domestic demands, boost social consumption
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